Indian appropriation bill. by unknown
University of Oklahoma College of Law
University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons
American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899
2-18-1896
Indian appropriation bill.
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.law.ou.edu/indianserialset
Part of the Indian and Aboriginal Law Commons
This House Report is brought to you for free and open access by University of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons. It has been accepted for
inclusion in American Indian and Alaskan Native Documents in the Congressional Serial Set: 1817-1899 by an authorized administrator of University
of Oklahoma College of Law Digital Commons. For more information, please contact darinfox@ou.edu.
Recommended Citation
H.R. Rep. No. 407, 54th Cong., 1st Sess. (1896)
54TH CONGRESS, } HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
1st Session. 




FEBRUARY 18, 1896.-Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union and ordered to be .printed. 
Mr. SHERM.AN, from the Committee on Indian .Affairs, submitted the 
following 
REPORT: 
(To accompany H. R. 6249.] 
The bill making appropriations for the current and contingent 
expenses of the Indian Department and fulfilling ·treaty stipulations 
with various Indian tribes for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1897, and 
for other purposes, now presented by the Committee on Indian Affairs 
for cousideration, appropriates considerably less than the aggregate 
amount estimated for, and also less than the aggregate amount appro-
priated for the fiscal year 1896. 
The estimates upon which the accompanying bill is based will be 
found on pages 147 to 165, inclusive, of the Book of Estimates (Doc-
ument No. 12, Fifty-fourth Congress, first session), and aggregate .. $8,750,458.17 
The appropriations recommenclecl in the bill aggregate............... 8,630, 995.17 
Which is less than the estimate. . . . . . . . . • . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . .. • • • • . 119, 463. 00 
'fhe amounts appropriated for the Indian Service for the fiscal year 
1896 aggr~gate.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8, 763,751.24 
'fhe amounts appropriated for the Indian Service for the fiscal year 1897 
by the accompanying bill aggregate...... . • • • • • . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . • . . . 8, 630, 995.rl 7 
Excess of 1896 over 1897. . . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • . • . . . ·132, 762. 07 
The following is an analysis, according to the severa1 divisions ,of 
the bill, of the estimates submitted for 1897, the appropriations for 
1896, and the amounts recommended in the bill for 1897: 
Object. Appropriation Estimate for Recommended for 1896. 1897. for 1897. 
Current expenses, salaries, eto ..••.•..••••••••....... 
Fulfilling treaty stipulations_._ .....••..••........•.. 
.Miscellaneous supports, gratuities .................. . 
~~:e~~~i~r~~~~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
Support of schools ......••••••..••.•••..••..•..••.... 






2, 056, 515. 00 
9,870.42 
$812, 040. 00 




2, 363, 415. 00 
Total .. - • . ••• .. • • . •••• •• . •• .• •• . ..•••••••.•••... 8,763,751.24 8,750,450.17 
$738, 040. 00 




2, 165, 365. 00 
8,630,995.17 
The bill embraces the fo1lowing items not included in-the estimates, 
and which are not properly chargeable to the current appropria~ion: 
To pay balance due Commission appointed under act of March 2, 1889.... $4, 437 
To purchase title to Ogden Land Company (estimated) . . . •. . . . . . . . .••••.• 250,000 
To negotiate with Takoma Indians ... _.. . . . . . . • . . . . • • • • . . • . • . • . • • . . • • • • • 6,: 000 
For artesian well, Yankton Agency...................................... 5, 000 
Payment to George Wright ...•...••••..•.....•••••••••••••••••..•• ·--~-- 550 
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In addition to these the following items, which were esti-
mated for, are also not properly chargeable to the current 
expenses of the Service: 
Second installment, due March 4, 1896, for the purchase of the Cherokee 
Outlet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1, 660, 000 
Capitalization of certain perpetual annuities due Pottawatomies of Indi-
ana and Michigan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • 41, 626 
Expense of preparation, digest of opinions relating to Indian affairs...... 3,000 
Negotiating with Indian tribes.......................................... 5,000 
Total ......•.•...•...••.....•.•.•••••.•••••.••••••••••••••••••••.. 2,025,063 
Deducting this amount from the $8,622,645.17 recommended by the 
bill and there remains $6,597,582.17, which represents the actual amount 
recommended by the committee for the current expenses of the Indian 
Service for 1897. 
Of the amount recommended in the bill $215,000 is reimbursable to 
the United States. 
The total amount recommended to be appropriated for the support of 
the Indian schools from other than treaty funds is $2,165,365, and is 
divided as follows: 
Support of day and industrial schools not otherwise provided for ..••••• $1, 135, 000 
Construction and repairs of school buildings........................... 40,000 
Stock and cattle for Indian schools. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • . • . • • • • • • . • • ••• • 15, 000 
Nonreservation schools (20) specifically :provided for.................... 836, 925 
Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute (contract)........... . • • • • • 20, 040 
Lincoln Institution, Pennsylvania (contract). . .......................... 33,400 
Establishment of school, Chamberlain, S. Dak . . . . . . • ••• •• •• • •• . . .. . •••• 25,000 
Transportation of Indian pupils........................................ 35,000 
Total . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . • • • . . . • . • . . • • • • • • . • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • • . . • • • • . • . 2, 165, 365 
It will be noticed that while a very considerable reduction from the 
estimates has been made in every division of the bill except one, the 
heavie t reduction has been in the appropriations for schools. This 
redu ti n, however, will not impair the efficiency of the schools, as 
e erything ha been provided for in this bill that has been provided 
heretofore. n the estimate presented a number of items were asked 
for fi r addition to some of the new reservation schools and for electric 
light and t am heating plants, involving a large expenditure, which 
th mmitt e, con idering the present state of the finances of the 
con try, are unwilling to recommend at tbe present time. For that 
re n · ppropriat.ion for these items have not been included in the 
bill. However, tbe committee is fully convinced that the improvements 
in n tion are in the interest of economy, safety, and a better admin-
i tr tio of h ervice, and hould be made at the earliest practicable 
day. Otherwi the appropriations for schools have not been reduced, 
b ra h r in r ed. In fact, the appropriation recommended is 
!:!r at r tban the amount appropriated last year. 
. ntinu tion of the policy heretofore established by Congress, the 
bill · d fi r a red ction of pupils to be educated in contract schools. 
Them t r :fir t acted upon by the Fifty-third Congress, the first 
i n, which, by the act of August 15, 1894 (28 Stat. L., 311), 
That the creta.ry of the Interior is hereby directed to inquire into and investi-
ga he propri ty of iscontinuing contract schools, and whether, in his jadgruent.z 
the am can _b d ne without detriment to the educa.tion of Indian children; ana 
tha he subm1 to ongr at its next esaion the result of su h investigation, 
· eluding an es ima.te of the additional co t, if any, of substituting Government 
ohools for contract school.a, together with such recommendatioWI aa he may deem 
ptopu, 
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In compliance with the provision the Secretary of the Interior, on 
December 13, 1894, submitted a report on the subject, submitting also 
a report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated November 19, 
1894, which will be found in House Executive Document No. 107, 
Fifty-third Congress, third session. The Secretary says: 
My views upon this subject are set forth in my annual report to the President of 
the United States, from which I quote as follows: 
"The contract schools are now the subject of general discussion. I agree fully 
with thQse who oppose the use of public money for the support of sectarian schools. 
But this question should be considered practically. The schools have grown up. 
Money has been invested in their construction at a time when they were recognized 
as wise instrumentalities for the accomplishment of good. I do not think it proper 
to allow the intense feeling of opposition to sectarian edncation, which is showing 
itself all over the land, to induce the Department to disregard existing conditions. 
We need the schools now or else we need a large appropriation to build schools to 
take their place. 
"It would scarcely be just to abolish them entirely-to abandon instantly a policy 
110 long recognized. My own suggestion is that they should be decreased at tbe rate 
of not less than 20 per cent a year. Thus, in a few years more, they would .cease 
to exist. During this time the Bureau would gradually be prepared to do without 
them, while they might gather strength to continue without Government aid. This 
is the policy which is now controlling the Department, and unless it is changed by 
legislation it will be continued. The decrease in aP.,propriation for the present fiscal 
year is 20 per cent." 
It is possible that the plan of annual reduction can not be carried out to the full 
extent proposed, namely, 20 per cent each year. But in any event, within a few 
years, unless unforeseen obstacles arise, the substitution of Government for contract 
schools should take place. 
The Commissioner says: 
By following this plan and gm.dually reducing the contracts year by year, and 
placing the pupils in Government schools, or, better still, in public schools, the con-
tract schools can be entirely done away with in the course of five or six years, and 
this without doing any great injury to the parties who have their money invested 
in these contract schools, and at the same time provide adequate school facilities for 
the Indian pupils. 
To discontinue al1 contract schools in the near future, and provide Government 
schools in their stead, the total cost to the Government in erecting suitable build-
ings, such as are now being erected by this office and furnishing the same complete, 
ready for occupancy, to say nothing of subsistence and clothing, would be, approxi-
mately, $1,203,060. This, however, is based upon the supposition that all buildings 
erected would be on agencies where there would be no cost for the land. 
In pursuance of the plan k.ere outlined the last Congress enacted-
'l'hat the Secretary of the Interior shall make contracts, but only with present 
contract schools, for the education of Indian pupils during the fiscal year ending 
June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and ninety-six, to an extent not exceeding eighty 
per centum of the amount so used for the fiscal year eighteen hundred and ninety-
five, and the Government shall, as early as possible, make provisions for the educa-
tion of Indian children in Government schools: Provided, That the foregoing shall 
not apply to public schools of any State, Territory, county or city, or to school& 
herein or heretofore specifically provided for. 
The present bill contains the same provision, limiting the extent to 
which the Secretary of the Interior is permitted to contract to not 
exceeding 60 per cent of the amount -so used for the fiscal year 1895. 
All the reductions from the estimates ·have been made after the most 
careful scrutiny, and in no case was a reduction made where the Com-
missioner of Indian Affairs objected that it would be to the detriment 
of the Service. 
The history of the item providing for the purchase of the title of the 
Ogden Land Company is as follows: · . 
The Indian appropriation bill passed August 15, 1894 (28 Stat. L., 
301), provided-
That the Secretary of the Interior be1 and he hereby is, authorized to make a thorough investigation of the facts touching the so-called Ogden Land Company, 
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and the original history of the alleged claim of said oompa~y to any ,of the lands of 
the eneca. Nation of Indians in the State of New York, and any and all evidences 
of title and to make to Congress a full report, with such suggestion and recom-
mendations as he may deem proper in view of all the facts ascertained. 
The Secretary made his report under such authority February l, 1895. 
(Senate Ex. Doc. No. 52, third session Fifty-third Congress.) The 
Secretary transmits as a part of his Teport .the report made ,to :him by 
the Commission er of Indian Affairs. The · Secretary-says: 
The Commissioner is of opinion that the Ogden Land Company has a valid exist-
ing right and interest in the Allegany and Cattaraugus and in a portion of the 
Tnsoa.rora reservations, and he says: The extent or quantity of this interest seems 
to be fully recognized by the courts and by the legislature of the State of New York. 
He further says : 
The first and most essential thing to be done in -the solution of the Indian prob-
1em is the ex.tinguishment of the claim of the Ogden Land Company. 
The Secretary says that the claim bas been-
a. most serious hindrance to the prosperity and advanCTement of ,the ,Indians and an 
endless amount of trouble and annoyance to the Department. In order to carry out 
the polioy of the Government to allot lands in severalty to these Indians, with a view 
of their eventual absorption into the body politic, it is absolutely necessary to extin-
guish the claim of said company to the land -in ,question, and, in my opinion, that 
should be done at once. 
Tb~ suggestion was made in the report that the Secretary be given 
authority to negotiate with said company .for the relinquishment of its 
right at not to exceed $10 per acre, which price is stated .to be "not 
an exorbitant one." 
The appropriation bill of 1895 provided: 
'.rba.t the ecretary of the Interior -be, and he is hereby, authorized to •negotiate 
with the gdeu Land Company for the purchase of the interests said company may 
po , if any, in the Cattaraugus Inclian reservations in the State of New YQrk. 
u h negotiations were had as developed the fact that the release of 
tbis cl, im or title to the United States could be procured at $5 per acre. 
Th e r t ry of the Interior submitted the qnestion .of ,title to the 
D p rtm nt of Jn tice. At the time of writing this report, a repovt 
th r on ha not been received. It is expected, however, within a few 
d y , od b fore the bill is acted on in the House. The same title to 
th l u of the Tonawanda Indians was purchased by the Govern-
m nt f aid com "ny in 1857, at $20 per acre. The lands were not 
m r v lu bl than tho e in question. 
Th pr vi ions of the bill, carrying no appropriation, which are new, 
ar fi How : 
h t 11 hilclren born Ma marriage between a white man and an Indian woman 
b 11 ~o.:v the ame rights and privileg to the property and annuities of the tribe 
_wh1 h the moth r h long , by blood, as a.ny other member of the tribe; and no 
pnor aot of Con r shall be so construed as to debar such child of such rigl:it: 
Pro idea, ' hat nothin herein shall conflict with the provisions of existing-treaties. 
And 
n and after the first day of December, 1896, next, the act or acts 
f the 
, so far as 
overnment of the United States are concerned, in full force and 
. That th o.dalt allotte f. eeotion ~1 and 28, in ·township 27 north, of range 24 east, 
111 th '\ yan o~ . rvat10~, Indian Territory, may sell and convey the land 
llott d to th ~ m said ect1on : Pro ided, 'I'hat the land so conveyed shall not 
x on ball f the land o ned by a h of them within the limits of the Qua.paw 
genoy, subject to the approva.l of the ecretary of the Interior. 
0 
